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Mr Chairman, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

During the few minutes that I have available, I would like to focus on the maritime industry and the shipping and ports sector in particular. Some of the points that I will mention complement the response on the Green Paper made by the European Sea Ports Organisation of which the Malta Maritime Authority is an active member.

 The Green Paper talks about Europe’s leadership in sustainable maritime development and queries how we can remain competitive in a global economy whilst at the same time achieve sustainable development. 

 Some basic facts: There are over 1000 seaports in Europe handling around 3.5 billion tonnes of cargo annually. 350 million passengers pass through European Seaports annually. This equals to almost 70% of the European Population. Maritime Transport is 13 times less polluting than road transport in terms of carbon and particulate emissions and 19 times in terms of hydrocarbons.

Considering these figures and the fact that 90% of the EU’s international trade and 40% of it’s internal trade is carried by sea, the role of shipping and ports is not only an important one, but crucial. In this regard a coherent European maritime and port policy is essential. Seaports, being fixed nodes in the logistics chain, have a combination of commercial and public functions, and by nature are quite diverse. There is no such thing as a one size fits all. Ports can indeed be very different even when located in the same country. Within a local context one can appreciate the different roles of our ports, with Valletta dealing mostly with Cruise Liner, Passenger and General Cargo, whilst Marsaxlokk is considered as an important container transhipment hub and also a location for various oil terminals. The domestic ports of Cirkewwa and Mgarr are also vital and provide a life link to our sister island, Gozo. This diversity should be seen as a strength, that provides each port with the flexibility to cater for the specific community and market needs. This has to be taken into consideration in any debate relating maritime transport policies. Discussions on the subject matter need to complement other EU initiatives relating to a European Seaport policy and the EU’s Transport Policy in general including the Short Sea Shipping and the Motorways of the Seas.

A review of the regulatory framework concerning maritime activities is essential, particularly environmental legislation such as Habitats and Water Framework Directives. This is presently having an impact on port investment projects; projects which are essential if we need to ensure that European ports have sufficient capacity to enhance intermodality and avoid congestion. In this regard legislation should be efficient, balanced and “fit for purpose”. The European Sea Ports Organisation Environmental Code of Practice for Ports, and projects such as ECOPORTS should be tools used to encourage a self-regulatory regime and recognise the proactive approach being introduced in various European ports in environmental management.

The concept of a Common European Maritime Space can be supported provided this leads to a simplification of administrative and customs formalities for intra-EU shipping.

One has to however caution the extent of the concept on matters concerning safety, security and environmental protection.

Various maritime related research projects co funded by the Commission have been and are presently being conducted through various programmes such as FP6, Life, Interreg III and the Community Framework for Cooperation. The discussion should also take on board the results and recommendations from such studies. A report titled “Overview of EU-funded R&D projects in the field of Marine Pollution” prepared by the European Maritime Safety Agency, EMSA, lists no less then 32 on-going projects. It is desirable that such projects consider end user needs and provide practical solutions that give benefit and added value to the Industry.

The Maritime Policy Green Paper encourages a debate aimed at developing through a sustainable manner the full potential of maritime industry. This is most welcome!

Maritime transport in a global economy and any discussions related to shipping and ports needs to be held within this context. This to ensure that European ports remain competitive, efficient and as such be in a position to face future challenges within a framework that encourages confidence and growth.  

