Malta, 17th November 2006

Seminar “Pondering on the EU Green Paper on Maritime Policy”

Organized by the International Ocean Institute and the IOI-Malta Operational Centre (University o f Malta)

Antonio Speranza, CINFAI, Italy

CINFAI (Consorzio Interuniversitario Nazionale per la Fisica delle Atmosfere ed Idrosfere: www.cinfai.it) is a consortium of about twenty universities  spread all over Italy.  Quite a few  of you are , I am sure, now  thinking: “just another academic institution”.  Consider, however, the fact that Italian universities have nowadays a great freedom in conducting their academic-scientific activity and CINFAI cannot “compete” with single partners or groups of them or, even, other universities: CINFAI has to perform activities that add and not detract to ordinary university activity. It should  not come as a surprise, then,  that one of the main areas of development of CINFAI is that of regional projects, in particular INTERREG. These  are not academic-scientific projects - the scientific activity is, typically,  instrumental in catalyzing regional European development – and are virtually impossible to conduct for most universities. Let me mention, among the INTERREG projects,   CADSEALAND (see www.cadsealand.net) about coastal protection, WERMED (see www.wermed.net) about ship-routing, HYDROCARE (see www.hydrocare.net) concerning the hydrological cycle,  all projects that have  obvious connections with Marine Affairs.

I have gone with great interest and care through the Green Paper. There are many, many points that I would like to raise. However, I  do feel the need of sharing opinions with the Italian community and, moreover, there would be not enough time for appropriately debating the issues in question. As a consequence,  I will take the initiative of debating the Green Paper with my national community and forward the results of our discussions through the standard channels.  

Here I will rather take my chance to highlight directly to Commissioner Borg three particularly sensitive points: 

· the first one has to do with something that comes, so to speak, “before” the Paper: the pre-existing conditions; 

· “inside” the Paper:  the  human capital;

· “after” the Paper: connections with VII Framework and other EU initiatives.

The pre-existing conditions

There have been strong constraints which have determined the present status of marine affairs. One important example is that of “deep sea oceanography” the development of which has been strongly connected with military matters. An introductory section concerning such pre-existing conditions could help. 

Human capital

The Green Paper mentions the need for “highly qualified individuals”. It would be   important to consider explicitly how  long and  expensive is the formation of such individuals and devote a specific section to the question of human capital.

Connections with VII Framework and other EU initiatives

Coordination among different EU initiatives is always proposed as a key issue. I am personally engaged in the coordination of regional projects with scientific ones. But such coordination seems to propose insurmountable problems to European policymakers and bureaucracy. Just to give a specific example: the issue of coasts is does not appear in the present work plan of the VII Research Framework!  

