





MedGOOS Projects

MAMA "The Mediterranean network to Assess and upgrade Monitoring
and forecasting Activity in the region” is a project involving major
institutions from all the Mediterranean countries and funded by the
Vth Framework Programme of the European Union. MAMA focuses on
the trans-national pooling of scientific and technological resources
through the sharing of experiences and the transfer of expertise, to

. bring capacities at comparable levels, and provide an integrated effort

- implementation.

towards the planning and design of the initial ocean observing and
forecasting system in the Mediterranean. The focus will be on the
sustainable use of the coastal zone, on the interaction with end-users
and raising awareness on the benefits of ocean forecasting with
dissemination of results and products. —

While MAMA is preparing the institutional linkages and
regional platform for MedGOOS, a number of EU-funded
RTD projects are establishing the science base for its

@ The feasibility of a Mediterranean operational 4
system for predictions of physical and
biochemical parameters in the whole basin
and coastal/shelf areas has been
demonstrated by the Mediterranean
Forecasting System Pilot Project
(MFSPP).

@ The Mediterranean Data Archaeology
and Rescue of Temperature, Salinity
and Bio-chemical Parameters (MEDAR/
MEDATLAS) has produced a comprehensive
data product of multi-disciplinary in-situ
data and information in the Mediterranean
and Black Sea, through a wide co-operation
of the riparian countries.
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Ocean forecasts on the MFSPP website .
© Courtesy of N Pinardi, University of Bologna, Italy



MedGOOS 1 Buoy off the Gulf of Oristano
© Courtesy of Dr Andrew M Clark
HARRIS/MCS (USA)

Deployment of M3A buoy in MFSPP
© Couwrtesy of K Nittis, NCMR, Greece

Deployment of deep-ocean
hydrographic instrument package
© Courtesy of A Ribotti, IMC, Sardinia

Novelty of MAMA

rst network of all the Mediterranean countries for ocean monitoring
S L . and forecasting;
Integration of the knowledge base derived by national and inter-
@ national programmes to design the initial near real-time observing
and forecasting system in the basin;

OWorkIng together research institutions, operational agencies,
intergovernmental organisation;

Full geographical coverage of observations in the basin based on
exchange of ocean data and information, and long term
commitments between coastal states;

Large transnational pooling of scientific and technological resources
@ to underpin the research needed for the initial forecasting system
and to downscale the forecasting skill to the coastal zone.
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o Objectives of MedGOOS

build the basin-wide network for ocean monitoring and forecasting, linking all the Mediterranean
countries, broadening and strengthening the existing network of national institutions already estab-
lished as MedGOOS members;

‘ |d.ﬂﬂ~ the §&pP8 in the ocean and coastal monitoring systems in the region and in the capability to
measure, model and forecast the ecosystem, taking stock of the EuroGOOS, MedGOOS and AfricaGOOS
activities and of RTD projects;

B build capacities for expertise in the setting up and running of observing platforms, in managing
marine data, in modelling and forecasting the ecosystem;

B design the initial observing and forecasting system from the basin scale down to the

coastal zone, intercomparing experiences and standardising practices towards the coordinated
upgrading of the ocean observing and forecasting capabilities in all the Mediterranean countries;

‘ ralse awareness on the benefits of ocean forecasting at
local, regional and global scales, involving stakeholders
and through demonstation projects and dissemination of
products.

- @ Benefits of MedGOOS
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A Bird's Eyeview of the Oceans © Courtesy of CNES, National French Space Agency

ModGOOS is conceived as an end-to-end user-driven system providing locally relevant, regional scale
ocean data that is sustained, integrated, operational, and targeted for multiple users and applications.
The advent of multi-disciplinary, spatially widespread, long term data sets is expected to trigger an
unprecedented leap in the economic value of ocean data. This will bring about a radical transformation
in our perception of managing marine resources. Many sectors in industry and services such as public
health will benefit:

‘ capability to make informed decisions based on knowledge of the
causes and consequences of change;

Qi enable effective and sustainable management of the marine
environment in favour of fisheries, safe and efficient transpor-
tation, coastal recreation and other marine-related industries that
contribute a large part of the total GNP for bordering countries;

‘ support economies and improve standards of living by providing
the basis for enhanced marine services;

‘ mitigating marine hazards, improve search and rescue operations,
. Oil Spill Recovery
and ensuri ng PUb"C health ’ © Couwrtesy of the Norwegian Clean Seas Association
For Operating Companies (NOFO)

‘ detecting and forecasting oceanic components of climate varia-
bility due to human activity;

‘ preserving and restoring healthy marine ecosystems

© Courtesy of M Falzon, Malta
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What is MedGOOS

Tln MedGOOS is an informal association founded under the auspices of the UNESCO/Intergovern-
mental Oceanographic Commission (I0C) to provide a concerted approach to the planning and
implementation of the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS) in the Mediterranean. The
MedGOOS cooperates and benefits from the achievements of the EuroGOOS.
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The MedGOOS aims to facliitate the development of an operational ocean observing and forecasting
system at a regional to coastal scale to the benefit of a wide group of users in the region. The MedGOOS
focuses on the regional priorities for operational ocean forecasting and marine meteorology and addresses
the related economic and soclal implications. It guldes and assists the riparian states to the harmonlous
Implementation of the Mediterranean ocean observing and forecasting system, buillt on existing elements
and based on principles of co-development, co-ownership and sharing of benefits. The MedGOOS will
ensure the upgrading of national systems to the same level of expertise and infra-structure and will

stimulate the necessary pre-operational R & D to ensure that GOOS s fully effective when It Is eventually
established in the region.

- Members

Mmammmsmmnmmmmmdmmmeu
Countries, Assoclated States, Mediterranean Partner Countries, and other Countries of the basin.
The MedGOOS Association was formally established on the 12th of March, 1999 in Rome at a special
session during the 2nd EuroGOOS Conference. Since then further institutions have joined, totaling to
19 institutes from 16 countries which are (list in alphabetical order):

Albania (Institute of Hydrometeorology)

Bosnia & Herzegovina (Hydro-Engineering Institute Sarajevo)

Croatia (Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries)

Cyprus (Oceanography Centre, Department of Fisheries and Marine Research)
Egypt (National Institute of Oceanography & Fisheries)

France (Institut Francais de Recherche pour I'Exploitation de la Mer)
Greece (Institute of Marine Biology of Crete)

Greece (National Centre for Marine Research)

Israel (Israel Oceanographic and Limnological Research)

Italy (Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche)

Italy (ENEA - Special Project on Global Climate)

Maita (IOI - Malta Operational Centre, University of Malta)

Morocco (ICZS, Department of Earth Sciences, Mohamed V University)

Slovenia (National Institute of Biology, Marine Biology Station) 0
Spain (Instituto Espanol de Oceanografia) A
Spain (Puertos del Estado) Z EP
Tunisia (Institut National des Sciences et Technologies de la Mer) k

Turkey (Institute of Marine Sciences, Middle East Technical University)
Yugoslavia (Institute for Marine Biology)

Contacts

Chairperson Executive Secretary
Institute of Oceanography

Kostas Nittis Division of Operational Oceanography Aldo Drago

Hellenic Centre for Marine Research

P.O, BOX 712

Anavissos 19013, Greece Y SoPed
Tel: +30-22910-76 400 ' :
Fax: +30 22910 763 23 et
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E-mail: knittis@ncmr.gr

- http://www.medgoos.net/

MedGOOS Secretariat,

101-Malta Operational Centre,
University of Malta, c/o 43, Valley Road,
Birkirkara, BKR10, MALTA.

Tel: +356 21 440972

Fax: +356 21 440972

g-mail: aldo.drago@um.edu.mt

Websites: http://www.medgoos.net/ and http://www.mama-net.org/





