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Report of the NATIONAL AWARENESS MEETING, Athens 3 December 2002

The EuroGOOS conference that was organized in Athens during 3-6 December 2002 gave a unique opportunity for a National Awareness Meeting (NAM) in Greece. Participants from all national stakeholders were invited to participate to the conference and learn about the concepts of GOOS, EuroGOOS, MedGOOS and MAMA. The national stakeholders (table 1) received the regular information (1st and 2nd announcement) during the conference preparation period, while one month before the event they received dedicated invitations to attend the 1st day of the conference. The invited participants were not charged with conference fees and had free access to all conference sessions and events while they were notified that they could also attend the whole conference (3-6/12) under special arrangement. Lunch and coffee was offered to the participants of the NAM in the conference premises. 

Table 1.  List of national stakeholders invited to the NAM
	Blue Star Ferries

	ERNST & YOUNG

	Institute of Marine Biology of Crete

	PANAFON

	Vernicos Yachts & Holdings S.A

	Athens 2004 S.A.

	Academy of Athens

	American College of Greece / DEREE College

	ANEK Lines

	Aristotel University of Thessaloniki

	General Secreteriat for Research and Technology (GSRT)

	General Secreteriat for Civil Protection

	Agricaltural University of Athens

	Strintzis Lines S.A.

	Δ/νση Ασφάλειας for the Olympic Games

	DANE Sea Lines

	MARINE TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT COMPANY (MARTADEC)

	National Bank

	National Observatory of Athens

	ΕΚΤ - National Documentation Centre 

	National Centre for Scientific Research "Demokritos"

	Hellenic Oils S.A.

	National Technical University of Athens

	Hellenic National Meteorological Service (HNMS)

	Hellenic Organization of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises and Handicraft S.A. (EOMMEX S.A.)

	Greek National Tourist Organization

	Laboratory of Physical Oceanography

	Hellenic Industrial Development Bank (ETBA)

	Athens Water Supply and Sewerage Company S.Α. (EYDAP S.Α.)

	Greek Geological Institute

	Foundation for Research and Technology 

	Chemical Process Engineering Research Institute (CPERI)

	Informatics and Telematics Institute

	Institute of Strategic and Development Studies (ISTAME) - Andreas Papandreou

	Centre for the Fish Farming in Acheloos S.A.

	MARAK Electronics 

	Minoan Lines 

	Voula Nautical Club

	NEL Lines

	Hellenic Offshore Racing Club 

	University of Athens

	University of the Aegean 

	University of Crete

	University of Cyprus

	University of Patras

	University of Piraeus

	Energy Centre of Peloponnese

	Pegasos Interactive

	Hellenic Navy

	TRITON S.A. 

	Hydrobiological Station of Rhodes

	Hydrographic Service

	Hellenic Ministry of Merchant Marine

	Hellenic Ministry of Culture

	Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works 

	Hellenic Ministry of Agriculture

	Hellenic Ministry of National Defense


Furthermore, high-level representatives (Directors and General Secretaries) from relevant research institutes, Universities and Ministries were personally invited by the Director of NCMR to attend the first day of the conference (table 2)

Table 2.  Special invitations to high-level representatives
	Name
	Position
	Organization

	G.Papanikolaou
	President
	International Centre for Blach Sea Studies (ICBSS)
 


	D.Lalas
	Director
	National Observatory of Athens



	K.Iatrou
	Vice President
	National Centre for Scientific Research "Demokritos"

 

	T.Kousouris
	Director
	National Centre for Marine Research – Institute of Inland Waters 

 

	K.Papakostantinou
	Director
	National Centre for Marine Research – Institute of Biological Resources 

	K.Hiou
	Managing Director
	Hellenic Register of Shipping
 


	T.Loukakis
	Head of Department
	National Technical University of Athens – Dept. of Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering

	T.Sellis
	Head of Department
	National Technical University of Athens – Dept. of Computer Engineering and Informatics

	C.Gagaoudaki
	Vice Director
	Hellenic National Meteorological Service (HNMS)

	E.Zouros
	Director
	Institute of Marine Biology of Crete


	C.Kalianiotis
	Director
	Institute of Fishing Research


	M.Tsogas
	President
	Institute of Strategic and Development Studies (ISTAME) - Andreas Papandreou


	D.Papanikolaou
	Head of Department
	University of Athens - Dept. of Geology


	D.Asimakopoulos
	Head of Department
	University of Athens – Dept. of Physics


	M.Caridis
	Head of Department
	University of the Aegean – Dept. of Marine Science

	G.Anomeritis
	Minister
	Hellenic Ministry of Merchant Marine


	K.Pittaras
	Head of Department
	Hellenic Ministry of Merchant Marine – Dept. for the Protection of Marine Environment


	E.Delaporta
	Head of Department
	Hellenic Ministry of Culture – Dept. of Marine Antiquities



	I.Vournas
	Head of Department
	Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works – Dept. of Environment

	A.Tsohatzopoulos
	Minister
	Hellenic Ministry of Development


	D.Denizos
	General Secretary
	Hellenic Ministry of Development


	A.Maratos
	Director
	Hellenic Ministry of National Defense – Hydrographic service - Hellenic Navy


	N.Christodoulakis
	Minister
	Hellenic Ministry of National Economy

	A.Theos
	General Secretary
	Hellenic Ministry of National Economy


During that day the participants of the NAW had the opportunity to attend the following presentations from IOC, GOOS and EuroGOOS officers in the session of “Current Developments in Operational Oceanography” at both Global and European Level (morning of 3/12/02, see also Conference Program, Annex 1). 

· Global Ocean Observing Systems and the Challenges of the 21st Century, by J.Baker

· Taking steps towards the implementation of European operational oceanography, by J.F. Minster.

· The European Contribution to GODAE, by M.Bell
They also attended presentations for the developments in the Mediterranean Sea during a dedicated session (Regional Systems I) on the afternoon of the same day. During that session an extended presentation of the MAMA project was given.

· MAMA - Towards a new paradigm for ocean monitoring in the Mediterranean, by A.Drago

· A possible migration from marine scientific research to operational oceanography in EEZs, in the context of the UNCLOS', by P.Ryder

· The voluntary observing ship program of the Mediterranean forecasting system, by G.Manzella

· SISTEMI, the Italian open-sea research and monitoring program, by G.Civitarese

· The Cyprus coastal ocean forecasting system, by G.Zodiatis

· Model-derived seasonal amounts of dust deposited on Mediterranean sea and Europe, by G.Kallos

· The current system of the Bosphorus strait: Recent measurements and the design of an observation system, by E.Ozsoy

· Evaluation of "POSEIDON" forecasts in the Aegean sea for a three-year period, by A.Papadopoulos

· Spatial and temporal variations in the hydro-chemical properties of the Black Sea upper layer water column, by I.Salihoglou

· Long term sustained observing system for climatic variability studies in the Mediterranean, by A.Theocharis

· Fluorescence LIDARS and their potentials for the remote sensing of the marine environment, by G.Cecchi

Information material (brochures and flyers) for MedGOOS and MAMA was distributed to all invited NAW participants during their registration together with the special conference editions. The same material was also made available to all participants through the MedGOOS / EuroGOOS desk. Participants had also the chance to receive information for major research and operational projects in the Mediterranean through the POSEIDON project stand (leaflets, papers, CDs) and the MFS project desk (leaflets and CDs). 

Concluding Remarks

The National Awareness Meeting in Greece was chosen to be integrated with the 3rd EuroGOOS conference, which was a major event for Operational Oceanography on a European level. Initial results of the MAMA project had been also presented in a special event that was organized in the Triton building (the new premises of NCMR) during February 2002, dedicated to the conclusion of the POSEIDON project and the future of Operational Oceanography in Greece. In fact, the public awareness of O.O. in Greece is relatively high due to the high profile of the POSEIDON system that operates since 1999. Several events have been organized during the past few years and the main national stakeholders are being continuously updated with information on the progress of O.O. in Greece. The NAW of MAMA during the EuroGOOS conference gave the opportunity to the participants to get informed on the progress of O.O. on a global, European and Mediterranean level as well as on the specific efforts and achievements of the MAMA project. On a political level O.O., and Marine Sciences in general, maintain a high profile and the Ministry of Research considers them as major priorities for Greece. This is verified by the increased funding for this type of research on a national level and the efforts, which are made by the national representatives to international and European organizations to raise the profile of Marine Sciences. A strategic goal of the Ministry of Research and NCMR is to further develop the national capacity on O.O. and to collaborate closely with Mediterranean and Black Sea countries for the development of a sustained system in these basins. This interest was verified on a Ministerial level during the high-level IASON conference (Sustainable Development of the Mediterranean and Black Sea Environment) that was organized in the framework of the Greek presidency of EU for the first semester of 2003. 

Annex I. Full program of the EuroGOOS conference. Participants of the NAM were invited to all sessions of the 1st day of the conference while they were informed that they could also attend the whole meeting under special arrangements 
	 
	Tuesday 3/12/2002
	 

	08:00-09:30
	Registration
	 

	09:30-10:30
	Conference Opening
	 

	10:30-11:00 
	Coffee Break
	 

	11:00-12:30
	Plenary Session: Current Developments in Operational Oceanography

	12:30-14:00
	Lunch Break
	 

	14:00-18:00 
	Parallel Session 1: Regional Systems I
	

	 
	Parallel Session 2: Remote Sensing Systems
	 

	 
	Parallel Session 3: Numerical Modelling and Data Assimilation

	18:00-19:00
	Poster Display for Sessions 1, 2, 3
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Wednesday 4/12/2002
	 

	09:00-10:30
	Plenary Session: Next Generation Systems
	 

	10:30-11:00 
	Coffee Break
	 

	11:00-13:00
	Plenary Session: The E.U. Sixth Framework programme

	13:00-14:30
	Lunch Break
	 

	14:30-18:30 
	Parallel Session 4: FP5 O.F. Projects
	

	 
	Parallel Session 5: InSitu Monitoring
	

	 
	Parallel Session 6: Waves monitoring / forecasting
	 

	18:30-19:00
	Poster Display for Sessions 4, 5, 6
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Thursday 5/12/2002
	 

	09:00-10:30
	Plenary Session: User Perspectives
	 

	10:30-11:00 
	Coffee Break
	 

	11:00-12:30
	Plenary Session: EuroGOOS Task Teams
	 

	12:30-14:00
	Lunch Break
	 

	14:00-18:00
	Parallel Session 7: Regional Systems II 
	

	 
	Parallel Session 8:Coastal Systems
	

	 
	Parallel Session 9: Data - Products - Users
	 

	18:00-19:00
	Poster Display for Sessions 7, 8, 9
	 

	20:30
	Conference Dinner
	 

	 
	Friday 6/12/2002
	 

	09:00-12:30
	Plenary Session: The GMES Forum
	

	12:30-13:00
	Closing Session
	


